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Abstract

ManyÂ capacityÂ developmentÂ (CD)Â programsÂ andÂ processesÂ aimÂ atÂ long?termÂ sustainableÂ change,
whichÂ dependsÂ onÂ seeingÂ manyÂ smallerÂ changesÂ inÂ atÂ timesÂ almostÂ invisibleÂ fieldsÂ (rules,Â incentives,
behaviours,Â power,Â coordinationÂ etc.).Â Yet,Â mostÂ evaluationÂ processesÂ ofÂ CDÂ tendÂ toÂ focusÂ onÂ short?
termÂ outputsÂ focusedÂ onÂ clearlyÂ visibleÂ changes.Â ThisÂ opinionÂ paperÂ willÂ offerÂ someÂ ideasÂ onÂ howÂ to
dealÂ withÂ thisÂ paradox,Â byÂ examiningÂ howÂ monitoringÂ andÂ evaluationÂ (M&E)Â does,Â orÂ could,Â makeÂ a
differenceÂ toÂ CD.Â Â ItÂ exploresÂ whetherÂ thereÂ isÂ somethingÂ differentÂ andÂ uniqueÂ aboutÂ M&EÂ ofÂ CDÂ that
isnâ€™tÂ addressedÂ byÂ predominantÂ methodsÂ andÂ waysÂ ofÂ thinkingÂ aboutÂ M&E,Â andÂ whichÂ mightÂ be
betterÂ addressedÂ byÂ experimentingÂ withÂ learning?basedÂ approachesÂ toÂ M&EÂ ofÂ CD.
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