
Participatory Modelling: Beginnings of a list

Description

What is Participatory Modelling?

Gray et al (2018) “The field of PM lies at the intersectionÂ of participatory approaches to planning,
computationalÂ modeling, and environmental modeling”

Wikipedia:Â “Participatory modelingÂ is a purposeful learning process for action that engages the
implicit and explicit knowledge of stakeholders to create formalized and shared representation(s) of
reality. In this process, the participants co-formulate the problem and use modeling practices to aid in
the description, solution, and decision-making actions of the group. Participatory modeling is often
used in environmental and resource management contexts. It can be described as engaging non-
scientists in the scientific process. The participants structure the problem, describe the system, create
aÂ computer modelÂ of the system, use the model to test policy interventions, and propose one or
more solutions. Participatory modeling is often used in natural resources management, such as
forestsÂ or water.

There are numerous benefits from this type of modeling, including a high degree of ownership and
motivation towards change for the people involved in the modeling process. There are two approaches
which provide highly different goals for the modeling; continuous modeling and conference modeling.
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See also Will Allen’s list of papers on participatory modelling
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