UK Independent Commission for Aid Impact (ICAI) — online consultation
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ICAIl website text:

“The Independent Commission for Aid Impact (ICAI) is the independent body responsible for the
scrutiny of UK aid, focusing on delivery of value for money for the UK taxpayer, maximising the
impact for recipients and ensuring effectiveness of the UK aid budget. ICAI reports to Parliament
through the International Development Select Committee.

ICAI is currently running a consultation calling for members of the public to have their say on which
areas of UK overseas aid they would like to see looked at. Responses to the consultation will
assist ICAI to develop its work plan for the next three years. To respond to the consultation please
visit www.independent.gov.uk/icai/consultation.” [where you will find an online surveyA with
suppporting background information on DFID]

“The deadline for the consultation is the 7th April 2011.

For enquiries about the ICAI consultation please contact Clare Robathan, Communications and
Research Officer on 020 7023 6734, or c-robathan@icai.independent.gov.uk*”

RD comment:A Re the online survey used for the consultation, this is by no means the best designed
online survey | have ever seen, but please make use of it. The survey is also available as a
downloadable pdf.

The ICAI website has some basic problems. While there is a Contact Us page there is no comment
facility at on any of the pages, as far as | can see. Nor is there a no disclosure/transparency policy.
You can ask for the results of the survey via the enquiries email address, but they could be
immediately available right now, because the website is using SurveyMonkey.com. Referring to the
three newly appointed commissioners, the website says “The three Commissioners, Mark Foster, John
Githongo and Diana Good are acknowledged leaders in their fields. Together they contribute a wealth
of international experience in the private sector, in combating corruption and in development.” Yet, as
far as | can see, none of the commisioners has any significant evaluation experience. Yet they are
responsible for contracting an organisation (or group of organisations) to do evaluation work on behalf
of the ICAI. In doing so they will need to secure value for money, which requires assessing both value
as well as money spent.A | think we should watch the performance of this commission quite carefully.

PS 15th February 2011: Visitors may be interested to read the ICAI Terms of Reference 2010 for the
evaluation functions being contracted out by the ICAI, and the supporting documentation, the
Independent Commission for Aid Impact-Presentation-for-pre-bid-meeting, made by DFID on 22
November 2010
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