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ABOUT CALLING BULLSHIT (=publisher blurb)
a??Bullshit isna??t what it used to be. Now, two science professors give us the tools to dismantle
misinformation and think clearly in a world of fake news and bad data.

Misinformation, disinformation, and fake news abound and ita??s increasingly difficult to know
whata??s true. Our media environment has become hyperpartisan. Science is conducted by press
release. Startup culture elevates bullshit to high art. We are fairly well equipped to spot the sort of old-
school bullshit that is based in fancy rhetoric and weasel words, but most of us dona??t feel qualified to
challenge the avalanche of new-school bullshit presented in the language of math, science, or statistics.
In Calling Bullshit, Professors Carl Bergstrom and Jevin West give us a set of powerful tools to cut
through the most intimidating data.

You dona??t need a lot of technical expertise to call out problems with data. Are the numbers or results
too good or too dramatic to be true? Is the claim comparing like with like? Is it confirming your personal
bias? Drawing on a deep well of expertise in statistics and computational biology, Bergstrom and West
exuberantly unpack examples of selection bias and muddled data visualization, distinguish between
correlation and causation, and examine the susceptibility of science to modern bullshit.

We have always needed people who call bullshit when necessary, whether within a circle of friends, a
community of scholars, or the citizenry of a nation. Now that bullshit has evolved, we need to relearn
the art of skepticism.a?e

Page 1
Footer Tagline


https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/563882/calling-bullshit-by-carl-t-bergstrom-and-jevin-d-west/
https://www.wired.com/story/calling-bullshit-skewers-the-worlds-bs-merchants/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/apr/16/calling-bullshit-college-class-news-information
https://www.forbes.com/sites/grrlscientist/2020/08/28/calling-bullsht-by-carl-bergstrom--jevin-west---review/
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews//calling-bullshit/
https://complexity.simplecast.com/episodes/42/transcript
https://twitter.com/share

Contents

FPRAEFACE =i

Chapter 1: BULLSHIT EVERYWHERE 3

Chapter 2: MEDIUM, MESSAGE,

AND MISINFORMATION 18
Chapter 3: THE NATURE OF BULLSHIT as
Chapter 4: CAUSALITY 50
Chapter 5: NUMBERS AND NONSENSE 77
Chapter 6: SELECTION BIAS 104
Chapter 7: DATA VISUALIZATION 134

Chapter 8: CALLING BULLSHIT ON BIG DATA 180

Chapter 9: THE SUSCEPTIBILITY OF SCIENCE 2086

Chapter 10: SPOTTING BULLSHIT 242
Chapter 11: REFUTING BULLSHIT 284
ACHNOWLEDGOMENTS 287
BIBLIDGRAPHY 289
INDEX 309
Category
1. Books
Date
01/02/2026
Date Created
03/10/2020
Author
Page 2

Footer Tagline


https://www.mande.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/contents.jpg

admin

Page 3
Footer Tagline



