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Growth in the use of real time digital information for monitoring has been rapid in developing
countries across all the social sectors, and in the health sector has been remarkable. Commonly
these Real Time Monitoring (RTM) initiatives involve partnerships between the state, civil
society, donors and the private sector. There are differences between partners in understanding
of objectives,and divergence occurs due to adoption of specific technology-driven approaches
and because profit-making is sometimes part of the equation.

With the swarming, especially of pilot mHealth initiatives, in many countries there is risk of chaotic
disconnects, of confrontation between rights and profits, and ofoverall failure to encourage appropriate
alliances to build sustainable and effective national RTM systems. What is needed is a country-led
process for strengthening the quality and equity sensitivity of real-time monitoring initiatives. We
propose the development of an effective learning and action agenda centred on the adoption of
common standards.

IDS, commissioned and guided by UNICEF Division of Policy and Strategy, has carriedout a multi-
country assessment of initiatives that collect high frequency and/or time-sensitive data on risk,
vulnerability and access to services among vulnerable children and populations and on the stability and
security of livelihoods affected by shocks. The study, entitled Real Time Monitoring for the Most
Vulnerable (RTMMYV), began with a desk review of existing RTMinitiatives and was followed up with
seven country studies (Bangladesh, Brazil,Romania, Senegal, Uganda, Vietham and Yemen) that
further explored and assessed promising initiatives through field-based review and interactive
stakeholder workshops. This IDS Bulletin brings together key findings from this research.a?e
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