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Description

(from the One World Trust â??s â??Accountability in Actionâ?• newsletter, January 2010)

â??Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) have seen a significant change in their role and influence in
society and politics. They are now major providers of essential services, influential advocates for
marginalised groups and knowledgeable advisors on public policy. As such, they have become
important players in national and international governance. However, with this newfound influence has
come greater scrutiny of CSO activities. Worldwide, CSOs are facing growing pressure from
governments, donors and the public to be more open about their funding sources, to provide evidence
of their impact and to clearly demonstrate which groups they represent and how. Within the context of
the changing political environment for CSOs, the One World Trust worked in partnership with the
Commonwealth Foundation and local partners on a project across three Commonwealth countries,
Belize, India and Uganda, and one region, the Pacific islands, to stimulate discussion among CSOs on
what it means to be accountable. The four toolkits on accountability for CSOs in Belize, India, Pacific
region and Uganda can be downloaded here.â?•
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